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Mr. Riley also assumes that Smith was the author of the Book of 
Mormon ; but judging from internal evidence that seems a mistaken 
conclusion. At any rate the considerations advanced by him in sup- 
port of it are entirely unsatisfactory. A more thorough study of the 
Book of Mormon is the indispensable condition of further progress in 
these researches. 

Mr. Riley likewise assumes without any evidence, whether external 
or internal, that Smith was the author of the Lectures on Faith. The 
three unfounded assumptions here recited pertain to fundamental 
issues in the Mormon puzzle. As long as they shall be retained it 
would appear impossible to reach a correct solution of it. 

William H. Whitsitt. 
Richmond College, 
Richmond Va. 

The Story of the Mormons : From the Date of their Origin 
to the Year 1901. By William Alexander Linn. New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1902, Pp. xxiv-f-637. $4, net. 

Relying mainly on original church documents, Mr. Linn has pre- 
sented the most exhaustive and the most trustworthy work on Mor- 
monism that has yet appeared. As a secular rather than a religious 
narrative, the volume is divided into six books corresponding to the 
successive political movements of the Latter-day Saints. The Mormon 
origin is first properly traced to the Smith family, with their various 
superstitions and occult beliefs. But that the youthful Joseph was not 
the originator of the Book of Mormon before 1830 can no longer be 
held. Mr. Linn's treatment of the theological sources of that Yankee 
pseudograph is weak. To trace the origin of a Bible on plates through 
Smith's partner, Sidney Rigdon, back to the thirteenth century " Ever- 
lasting Gospel " of the Italian abbot Joachim, is as far-fetched as to 
trace the characteristic Mormon beliefs and doctrines to a formal 
Campbellism and not to local revivalistic notions and current Restora- 
tionist exegesis. 

In Book II, "The Mormon Church in Ohio," the vagaries of the 
early converts are shown to have been matched by the socialistic schemes 
of the leaders. With the business crash of the Kirtland Safety Society 
Bank in 1837 came Smith's flight to Missouri, where the Twelve Apostles 
were accused, not merely of practicing polygamy, but of counterfeiting 
money and tampering with slaves. On the repudiation of the Mormon 
agreement of emigration with the Missouri " mob " arose a state of 
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civil war with unjustifiable atrocities on both sides and a final expulsion 
from the state. Book IV treats of the Mormon settlement in Illinois. 
The Mormon missionaries had meanwhile been gaining thousands of 
illiterate proselytes in England. With this increase of numbers the 
church became a political power, so that the ability of the prophet 
to swing votes brought unlimited charters both for the Nauvoo 
City government and the independent Nauvoo legion. Of especial 
significance are the chapters on the rotten social conditions of Nauvoo, 
Smith's complacent picture of himself as autocrat, his virulent attacks 
on his late companions — all of which were surface indications of the 
secret practice of polygamy. So the suppression of the Expositor, with 
its rebellion against Smith's esoteric teachings of spiritual wifeism, led 
to the uprising of the non-Mormons, the organizing and arming of the 
people, and the indefensible murder of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. 
The ensuing rivalries over the prophetic succession, leading to such 
schisms as that of the Reorganized Church, brought the final expulsion 
of the Saints from civilized communities. 

In Book V is portrayed with dramatic power the migration to Utah. 
A " prophecy of the martyr Joseph " had announced a refuge for the 
persecuted somewhere beyond the Rockies. Brigham Young was now 
the leader of the Mormon hegira, and in the pioneer trip across the 
plains, and in the hard experiences of the following companies was 
disclosed all that was best and bravest among the first generation of 
Mormonites. Book VI contains a notable exposure of the inconceiv- 
able duplicity and wickedness in the mid-period of Mormonism. 
While glowing accounts were sent abroad, the Saints were starving at 
Salt Lake City ; while farms were promised to new settlers, Young was 
appropriating the best lands. Then, along with the so-called " reforma- 
tion," there occurred the church-inspired murders of the discontented, 
and voluntary human sacrifices for " blood atonement." Still using 
the official printed sources, Mr. Linn presents the Mormon policy 
toward outsiders as exemplified in the Mountain Meadows massacre, 
and the seditious attitude of the church leaders as shown in their con- 
temptuous treatment of federal officers. The rise and growth of 
polygamy are then traced from the prophet Joseph's " Revelation on 
the Plurality of Wives " to the unseating of Roberts. The final chapter 
portrays the Mormonism of today — a hierarchy with a power as yet 
unbroken, a theocracy with ambitions to political dominance, a theology 
with polygamy as a still living doctrine. 

I. WOODBRIDGE RlLEY. 
Fredericton, Canada. 



